
P B 5818 - Patentlaan 2 
2280 HV Rijswijk (ZH) 
^ +31 70 340 2040 
TX 31651 epo nl 
FAX +31 70 340 3016 



Europaisches 
Patentamt 

Zweigstelle 
in Den Haag 
Recherchen- 
abteilung 



European 
Patent Office 

Branch at 
The Hague 
Search 

division 



Office europeen 
des brevets 



Departement a 
La Haye 
Division de la 
recherche 



r 



Bubb, Antony John Allen 
Wilson Gunn Gee, 
Chancery House, 
Chancery Lane 
London WC2A 1QU 
GRANDE BRETAGNE 



n 



When Gunn Gee 

2 5 APR 2003 
London Office 



L_ 



_l 



OatunVDate 



2 2. 04. 03 



Zeichen/Re(./R6f. 

JER/MEP/F02-137 


AnmekJung NryA^hraUon NoTDemande fWPatent Nr yPatent No/Brevel n°. 


Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire " " 

FUJI PHOTO FILM CO., LTD. 



COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits 
DTJ the European search report 

□ the declaration under-Rule 45 EPC 

O the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

□ the supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Article 1 57(2) EPC 
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 



The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 

M Abstract a Title p Rgure 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 

IX The following figure will be published with the abstract, rinnn thn <Wh rw j ; , „ lt it hnttnrrrnrjctu.imL. 
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Figure: 

□ Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 1 0 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

I I Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



Ln^iffm^L 0 ^ 8 ' 0 ? co , nsiders . that ll } e P resent European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions namely: 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions namely: 



1. Claims: 1,5-16 



Independent Claims 1 and 16: 

Claim 1 defines a multicolor image-forming material 
comprising at least four thermal transfer sheets each having 
a different color, and a recording area being defined by a 
product of a length of 515 mm or more and width of 728 mm or 
more, and said thermal transfer sheets are larger in each of 
a length-wise and a width-wise direction than the 
image-receiving sheet by 20 mm to 80 mm, and the actual 
printing paper is larger in each of a length-wise and a 
width-wise direction than the image-receiving sheet by 5 mm 
to 100 mm. 

Claim 16 defines a method for forming a multicolor image 
using the image-forming material of claim 1, wherein the 
transfer sheets have at least four colors including yellow 
magenta, cyan and black; ' 



2. Claims: 2-4,17 



Independent Claims 2 and 17: 

Claim 2 defines a multicolor image-forming material, wherein 
the dynamic frictional force between an image-receiving 
surface on the image-receiving sheet and a back surface on 
the opposite side thereof is 30 gf to 120 gf. 

Claim 17 defines a method for forming a multicolor image 
using the multicolor image-forming material of claim 2 
wherein the transfer sheets have at least four colors ' 
including yellow, magenta, cyan and black 
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